the Guidelines for the Diagnosis and Treatment of Carcinoma of the Esophagus, and the Comprehensive Registry of Esophageal Cancer in Japan, 1988 Japan, -2003 . These articles have played an important role in the distribution of scientific information from Japan to the entire world.
Scientists who are interested in esophagology, although few in number, are specialized in widespread areas such as epidemiology, anatomy, physiology, pathology, biochemistry, molecular biology, oncology, gastroenterology, surgery, endoscopy, and radiology. Esophagus is a special journal that is limited to esophagology but is suitable for the publication of the special activities of all the abovementioned scientists. Moreover, it is our desire that more new scientists will acquire an interest in esophagology through reading Esophagus and/or contributing to Esophagus.
Fortunately, Esophagus will be provided with an impact factor this year. We would like to make every effort to insure that Esophagus is indexed and included in the MEDLINE database in the near future.
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